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Annual General Meeting 

Monday June 11th at 7:30pm 
 

Come along and have a say in how your theatre group is run or 
put yourself forward to stand on the committee. The success of 
the society relies on members standing and being effective 
committee members. Why not give it a go. All members 
welcome.  

Community Quiz  - 28th April 
 

Last month saw a 
packed clubroom for  
o u r  a n n u a l 
community quiz. A 
very successful 
evening saw Trinity 
raise £350 for the 
Isle of Wight Stroke 
Club. 
 

Thanks to everyone 
who helped make 
the evening a 
success. 
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 The initial impact on entering Trinity 
Theatre was quite electrifying. Front of 
house, programmes sellers, even Alex 
Quilter - director, M.D and set builder - 
all were in the psychedelic costumes of 
the Flower Power Era. And that set! 
(Tracey Emin eat your heart out). Even 
Steptoe and Son would have approved.   

There was a mish- mash of cooking utensils, wheel hubs, planks, 
wire mesh fencing - the use of which became clear towards the end - 
and bits and bobs of every description casually littering the stage, 
but all strategically placed to allow room for the energetic 
movements of the 11 strong cast. So, without the show having 
started, without even having read the programme, you knew you 
were to be treated to an unusual evening's entertainment. We were 
not disappointed. From the moment Paul Arnold, representing Jesus 
and already seated on stage, addressed the audience, there was no 
pause in this up-dated version of the Gospel According to Saint 
Matthew. All the parables were there, many of them reinforced by 
joyful songs imitating the sounds of the ‘70s, with the colourfully 
dressed cast clapping, singing and moving in rhythm with the music 

 

David Stradling represented Judas. He came across as a most 
likeable character, which, on reflection, isn't too surprising. He, and 
Paul in particular, had almost all the dialogue and both proved to be 
in complete control of their respective roles which they delivered 
faultlessly. Dave Tickner was the only other man in the group, all the 
remaining, very personable young ladies, becoming either male or 
female, depending on the requirements of the story. One lady had a 
glove puppet which she used to great advantage, another was quite 
obviously a trained dancer, another was an excitable teenager, yet 
another a curvaceous, saucily dressed bimbo (for want of a more 
suitable descriptive noun) who had one of the few solo songs. In 
fact, all the cast had quite distinctive personalities and eye-catching 
costumes in bright colours which added to the happy mood of the 
show, despite its darker undertones. 
 
So, congratulations to Alex Quilter, co-director Daphne Brown and 

NODA Review 
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Stage Whisper 
 

You may have noticed that stage Whisper is slightly different this 
month. Unfortunately the regular editor, Rosie Collard, who has 
been doing the job over many years is poorly at present so is 
unable to produce this edition. 
 

Get well Rosie and we hope you will be back in the editor’s chair 
soon. 

Deadly Nightcap 
 

I am delighted to say I have been able to cast this play to be 
performed in October and have a really splendid cast which is as 
follows: 

Sarah Radford Carolyn Ferguson 
Geoffrey Curtis Pete Harris 
Lucy Baker Joan Savill 
Edward Donnington Nick Eagle 
Kate Warren Christine Hillier 
Jack Radford Bob French 
Anna Truman Vicki Pitt 
Dr. Maurice Young Alex Quilter 
Cliff Jordan Steve Jon 
Arnold Boston Colin Bish 

 
 
Jane Maclean 

(NODA Review continued from page 2) 
the cast, whose excellent diction when singing, allowed us to follow 
with ease the Gospel story and which even a non-believer could 
enjoy as a piece of theatre in its own right. Now that is something 
John Michael Tebelak the original author deserves to be 
complimented on and which now must be extended to embrace 
CAODS, for staging it so well in the spirit which JMT intended. 
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President’s Notes 
 

Congratulations to Alex, Daphne and all the Godspell  team for putting on 
such a fantastic show. A really lively, innovative entertaining 
performance. A real credit to the theatre and enjoy the tour to the Yacht 
Haven, St. Mary’s Church and Ryde Methodist Church over the coming 
weeks. 
 

Rehearsals for Calendar Girls  are starting in a couple of weeks and 
Deadly Nightshade in August. There is also an exciting murder mystery 
evening that will take  place in the clubroom being produced by the youth 
theatre. So if you fancy a meal out with a bit of intrigue, make a date for 
The Rumanian Uranium Mystery. 
 

It looks like we will not have a hire for Cowes Week but we still have 
several psychic investigation groups enjoying their visits. 
 

We saw another successful Co-Op bag packing session promoting 
Godspell  and raising  over £140. Thanks to Barbara Wood and all the 
helpers.  
 

The Annual Charity Quiz was again a success with the clubroom packed 
for a very enjoyable evening. We will be donating £350 to the Isle of 
Wight Stroke Club. Thanks to Sue and everyone who helped make the 
evening a success. 
 

On the bar front I am afraid that some prices have risen. This is due to 
the increasing wholesale cost of items but the prices still reflect good 
value for money. 
 

Over the last two committee meetings the topic of increasing membership 
has been discussed. We are looking to improve what we have to offer 
and look at ideas to promote membership. With this in mind a working 
party has been set up to look at ideas  but we’d also like ideas from 
anyone and this will be a topic for discussion after the AGM business on 
11th June. 
 

You will notice on the AGM agenda that the committee proposes an 
increase in subscriptions. As you maybe aware subs have not increased 
for several years and it is necessary to cover the increasing running costs 
of the society, particularly with the latest postage increases. 
 



5 

 

Dates for your diary  

Date Event 

 Saturday 26
th
 May 

 
  External hire – Wight Paranormal 

Sunday 27
th
 May at 10am Youth Theatre 

Sunday 27
th
 May 

 

External hire –  
Crawley Ghosthunters 

Friday 1st June at 7:30pm Godspell in Jubilee Concert  
at Cowes Yacht Haven 

Saturday 9
th
 June External hire – Vectis Hauntings 

Sunday 10
th
 June at 10am Youth Theatre 

Monday 11th June at 7:30pm Annual General Meeting 
Sunday 24

th
 June at 10am Youth Theatre 

Friday 29
th
 June  Godspell 

at St. Mary’s Church, Cowes 

Saturday 7th July Godspell at Ryde Festival 
Ryde Methodist Church 

Friday 13th &  
Saturday 14th July 

The Rumanian Uranium Mystery 
A Youth Theatre Entertainment 

Monday 23
rd
 July  Cowes W. I Meeting 

& tour of Trinity Theatre 

1, 6,7,8,13,14,15 September Calendar Girls 
18,19,20,25,26,27 October Deadly Nightcap 

At the AGM all the officers’ posts are up for election so don’t be shy if you 
want to go for a post. You will need to be proposed and seconded in 
writing before the meeting starts. What I would ask is that if you  want to 
go for a post, make sure you can commit to it fully and attend meetings as 
it makes it very difficult for the rest of the committee and the society if the 
roles are not filled effectively. 
 

Finally I would like to thank the current committee for all their hard work 
and support through this year it has been great working with you. See you 
at the AGM. 

                                                 John 
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Have you got a Licence for that? 
 
When you are sitting in your seat enjoying the latest show or 
waiting in the wings to go on, the furthest thing from your mind 
will be the one of the essential elements of every show and 
activity we undertake at Trinity Theatre — Licences. 
 

There are several different licences that we must have for 
activities at the theatre. 
 
1. Premises Licence. 
 

A few years ago the Licensing Act 2003 came into operation. The 
idea was to put many different aspects of licensing under one 
umbrella. Under this act every premise used for entertainment, 
sale of alcohol, late night food must have a licence. Our premises 
licence shows what activities we are permitted to do and the 
times we are allowed to do this. This includes shows, films, 
dancing, live music, recorded music and sale of alcohol. 
Previously the theatre had a ‘club’ licence for sale of alcohol but 
now it is the same licence as any other pub or bar. 
 

The Licensing Act has been criticised for being heavy handed on 
a lot of ‘normal’ activities. It has gone through one period of 
consultation which resulted in some changes and is currently 
being reviewed again with the hope of making it less pedantic. 
Watch this space! Without a premises licence we couldn’t put 
anything on at the theatre. 
 
2. Performance Licences 
 

For each show we put on we have to pay for a licence to perform. 
These are also known as royalties. A few shows are free of 
royalties, these are mainly written by new writers, someone we 
know or older shows that are out of copyright such as Gilbert & 
Sullivan operettas. 
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(continued from page 6) 
 

Licences for plays are generally £80 to £100 per performance. 
Musical licences are often more complex and more expensive. 
They are often linked to show attendance with a minimum charge 
being levied plus extra depending on how many people come. 
There can also be the cost of music hire linked into the licence, so 
this is one of the reasons that a musical is more expensive to put 
on. 
 

3. Performing Rights Society Licence 
 

This licence is required to cover copyrighted music performed 
live. We pay an annual fee and have to fill in a return for PRS 
each year of live music played  and from this they determine if 
there is any extra to pay. This licence does not apply to music 
performed as part of a musical’s score but would apply to a piece 
of music if it was included in a play. 
 

4. PPL Licence 
 

This licence is required to play recorded music as part of a show 
or pre & post show music. The fees from this licence go to the 
record companies and performers. By the end of this year the 
PRS & PPL licences will be administered by one organisation 
which should make things simpler. 
 
As we all know, putting on a show demands a lot of different skills 
to make it a success, but spare a thought for the administrators 
who have to do the paperwork without which none of the shows 
could happen. 

Remember! 
 

If you have any ideas of plays, shows, entertainments, 
social events you’d like to see put on, or any other 
ideas then please get in touch with any committee 
member. 
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TREASURER'S REPORT 
 

Balances: 
Current Account £  2,440.87 credit 
Deposit Account £18,810.13 credit 
 

Things are looking up - we took £140.00 on Bag Packing at the Co-
Op with flyers for "Godspell". We are halfway through the production 

and I have already been able to bank nearly £500.00 so, fingers 
crossed, we should be able to make a good profit on this show. 

 
The Charity Quiz Night was a great success and we will shortly be 
donating a cheque for £350.00 to the Isle of Wight Stroke Club. 
Grateful thanks to all those people involved in the Easter Fayre which 
raised the princely sum of £608.18 - the best yet. 
 

We have had several donations recently and we won a £25.00 
Premium Bond -not a huge amount but it all adds up. 
 

I will see everyone at the A.G.M. on 11
th
 June and will be able to 

answer any queries you may have on the accounts which are 
enclosed with this newsletter. 

Jane Maclean - Hon. Treasurer 

Stage Whisper  - July Edition 
 

All members are welcome to contribute to stage whisper. Please 
send all entries for the July edition of  Stage Whisper to 
stagewhisper@caods.org.uk  with attachements if necessary   by 
Monday 18th June.  


